
Midvale Lincoln SCO Meeting Notes 
10/1/24 

 
MMSD School Board Update with Board Member, Nicki Vander Meulen 
 
Nicki presented the following information on the upcoming referendum in MMSD 

• $100 million referendum to cover operating costs (e.g., teacher/staff salaries, cost of 
living adjustments) 

o A large amount of special education funds continues to be paid out of the general 
education fund as the state reimbursement rate is so low 

• $500 million referendum on building updates 
o Construction updates are needed at 10 schools in MMSD and 2 schools need to be 

rebuilt 
o Several schools are not handicapped accessible 

Following a brief presentation, she opened the conversation for Q&A: 
• What is the back-up plan if these plans don’t pass? 

o We will survive, however we will lose teachers 
o Some of our equity programs will go away 

• Is there a future opportunity to consider another referendum? 
o Yes, but we chose to put it up this year as we can’t wait as the boiler/HVAC 

systems in a number of buildings won’t make it. 
• Are we going to continue to protect class sizes, teacher jobs, and student safety, over new 

buildings or positions at central office? 
o We will always protect teachers, students, & staff before buildings 

• Can parents help advocate or lobby for the referendum or spread the word?  
o Yes – Nicki can put you in touch with the right person 
o If you are interested, reach out to the Madison Public Schools Foundation: 

https://schoolsmakemadison.org/contact-us/ 
o A recommendation was made to ask individuals if they have been inside one of 

the older schools during the months of May, June, or September as they are very 
warm 

 
Midvale Updates 

• Midvale Fun Run was today! 
• Picture day is October 25th  
• Act 20 is the new reading act in the State of Wisconsin. The new law requires that if a 

student scores in the bottom 25th percentile that parents will be notified. Teachers have to 
learn how to administer a new assessment by January and the requirements of the law can 
be a heavy lift for teachers.  

• The school psychologist, Olivia is presenting to parents on how we build a common 
language about self-regulation with students. More information will be presented on 
Zones of Regulation, a program in place at Midvale. 

• The Monarch March is on 10/17 
• October is Hispanic Heritage month with multiple activities/events taking plae 
• All kindergarten is going to the pumpkin patch on a field trip next Thursday 

 

https://schoolsmakemadison.org/contact-us/


Lincoln Updates 
• Teachers have been working hard on beginning of the year reading and math assessments 
• Field trips are beginning 
• Clubs start next Monday, including clubs on the following topics: food, art, quiet reading, 

ukelele, team sports, creative writing, craft, Swifty, Hmong, math, drill team, and science 
• Thank you to SSM Health for donating socks & underwear and Hope Worldwide brought 

in snacks for classrooms 
• Professional development is this Thursday for teachers. Madison Parks are coming in to 

discuss collaboration ideas. 
• School-wide assembly will take place on 10/15 at 10:20am 

 
Events Update 

• Game Night is Friday, 10/25 from 6-8pm at Lincoln. Sign-up to help out! 
 
Fundraising Update 

• Shake Shack fundraiser was in September  
• Chucky Cheese fundraiser is this Friday, 10/4 all day 
• Metcalf’s is no longer doing fundraisers but may donate food/drinks to an event 
• SCO received three $25 gift certificates and games from “I’m Board” to make baskets as 

a silent auction at Game Night. 
• Consider if we want to ask our community for donations for a silent auction 
• Bake sale is on 11/5 at Midvale 

 
New Business  

• Next meeting on 11/5/24 at 6:30pm at Midvale 
• Talk to Jen Losaw about the process of getting money to teachers to buy supplies for their 

classrooms 
 

 
 


